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. We have recently found that the same highpressure boron phase may have given rise to the Bragg reflections reported by Wentorf in 1965 (ref. 1) , although the chemical composition was not analysed and the data (subsequently deleted from the Powder Diffraction File database) seems to not have been used to propose a structure model. We also note that although we used the terms 'partially ionic' and 'ionic' to emphasize the polar nature of the high-pressure boron phase and the influence this polarity has on several physical properties of the elemental phase, the chemical bonding in c-B 28 is predominantly covalent.
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